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ilhelm Carl Hueper (1894-1978), a German-born and

trained medical practitioner, emigrated to the US in 1923.
In the 1930s, he was a pathologist at the Dupont synthetic
polymer works and published articles on industrial hygiene.
In 1942, he published his first major work on occupational
carcinogenesis [1], proposing that a large proportion of non-
industrial as well as industrial human cancers are caused by
man-made chemicals. In 1948, he was appointed Director of
the Environmental Carcinogenesis Section of the NIH. Four
later major works [2-5] used extensive epidemiological data
to support his opinion that industrial chemicals cause most
of the cancers in the general population. His life-time oeuvre
and influence have been discussed [e.g. 6-9], but only limited
attention has been paid to his views on tobacco smoking and
trauma as causes of cancer.

This paper reviews issues in the pathology and epidemiology
of these topics as discussed in Hueper's main works [1-5].
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